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release impulses which would either be impossible to carry out or would not be in harmony with the whole course of action. For a man in a high position it will always be a difficult task in life to separate the momentary success from the permanent. For the merely decorative is always insinuating itself treacherously, and never quite distinctly, in the essentials :
"Der Schein, was ist er, dem das Wesen fehlt? Das Wesen, war' es, wenn es nicht erschiene ?"
Now a sense for the facts was the principal condition for the success of the great effort, and as the Emperor had selected me as his assistant, it became my personal duty to keep the constancy of the course we were steering. This was quite in keeping with my nature. It will perhaps be understood, however, that this duty was not always easy to fulfil in the circumstances. The Monarch's character was the opposite of mine. In the course of time many people had their moral backbones broken. I was able to save myself from that. The Emperor probably believed that he would not be able to do without my organizing experience; but I was an awkward subordinate, and as such I have gone through all the stages of favour and disfavour. An acquaintance once said to me that in such situations as mine the " state of slight disfavour " was the most desirable. Of course I had to give the Emperor his due. I always endeavoured to satisfy the wishes of the Monarch that were capable of fulfilment, even such as were more capricious, so long, that is to say, as I could be financially responsible for